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2. Shemot Rabba

[How many days were they with God?]... Not even one day! Even as the people stood
at Sinai and declared with their mouths, We shall do and we shall listen, their hearts
were attuned (mechuvanim) to idolatry, as it says, “They seduced God with their
mouths but their hearts were not attuned to Him.” (Ps. 78:36).
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2. Ha Gaon Shir HaShirim 1:4

When they made the Golden Calf, the Clouds of Glory departed, and did not return
until they began to make the Tabernacle. Moses descended Mount Sinai on Yom
Kippur; the following day, he assembled the people and transmitted the instructions
for the Tabernacle. That was on the 11 Tishrei. It is written, “And the people brought
more [materials] each morning” - that is on the 12th and 13th day. On 14 Tishrei, all
the skilled craftsmen took the exact quantity of gold from Moses, and on the 15th,
they began to work. Then, the Clouds of Glory returned. And that is why we make
tabernacles (Sukkot) on 15 Tishrei.
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3. Rambam Hilchot Lulav ch.8:12-15

12...Although it is a Mitzvah to rejoice on all festivals, on the Sukkot holiday there was
a time of overabundant joy in the Holy Temple, for it is written, "...you shall rejoice
before the LORD your God for seven days." And how was this done? On the eve of the
first holiday they would arrange in the Holy Temple a place for the women above and
for the men below so that they might not mix one with the other. And they began to
rejoice from the night after the first holiday, and continued on each and every day of
the intercessory days of the holiday. They began after the Tamid offering was made in
the evening to rejoice unto the rest of the day and through the night.

13...And how was this joy [performed]? The flute was struck and the violin, harps,
and cymbals were played, and every person played any instrument he knew how to
play. And those who knew to sing, sang. And they danced, and clapped their hands
and thighs, and spun, and crowed, each according to their ability, and spoke words of
praise and song. And this joy does not supersede the Sabbath or the Holy Day.

14 It is an obligation to indulge in this merriment. This was not done by the folk of
the land or whoever so wished, but by the greatest sages of Israel and the heads of
the Yeshivot and the sanhedrin and the pious ones and the elders and the men of
virtuous deeds, they were the ones who danced and clapped and played instruments
and rejoiced during the days of Sukkot. But the entire People, the men and the women,
all would come to look and to listen

15 The joy that a person should express in performing the Commandment(s| and in
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the love of God who commanded them, is a great worship [to God]. Whoever avoids
expressing this joy is worthy of being punished for it, as it is stated: "...in return for
you not worshiping the LORD your God with joy and with goodness of heart." And
whoever carries himself haughtily and takes pride in himself and considers himself
toodignified in such placesisasinnerand afool. Concerning this Solomonadmonished
and said: "Do not dignify yourself in front of a king." But whoever lowers himself and
eases oneself in such places is the [real] great and dignified one who worships out of
love. So did David, King of Israel, say: "...and I would be even less worthy than this
and would be lowly in my own eyes." There is no greatness and honor but to rejoice
before God, as it is stated: "And King David was spinning and crowing before God" etc.
Finished are the laws of the Lulav, Praise to the Inspector of kidneys and heart
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4. Midrash HaGadol 40:38

For over the Mishkan a cloud of God rested by day, and fire would appear in it by
night...” (40:38). When the Israelites saw the pillar of cloud resting on the mishkan,
they rejoiced, saying: *"Now God has been reconciled with us.” But when night came,
the pillar of fire descended and surrounded the Mishkan. Everyone saw it as one flame
of fire and began to sorrow and weep, saying, “Woe to us! For nothing (lit., emptiness)
we have laboured! All our great work has been burnt up in a moment!” They rose
early the next morning and saw the pillar of cloud encompassing the Mishkan.
Immediately, they rejoiced with an inordinate joy, saying, “This is testimony to the
world that if they wanted to make such a thing they could not. Why? Because of God’s
great love for Israel.” That is why it says: “His shade I desired and sat in it, and his
fruit was sweet to my palate.” (Song of Songs 2:3)
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5. Midrash Rabba - Shemot 51:4

Another explanation: It is a testimony to the whole world that he [Moses| was
appointed by God [to erect] the Tabernacle. R. Issac said: It can be compared to a king
who took a wife whom he loved very dearly. In the course of time he became angry
with her and deserted her, and her neighbours taunted her, saying, ‘He will no longer
return to you.” Subsequently, the king sent her a message: ‘Prepare my palace and
make the beds therein, for I am coming back on such-and-such a day’; and when
that day arrived the king returned unto er and became reconciled to her, entering her
chamber and eating and drinking with her. Her neighbours at first would not believe
all this; but when they scented the fragrant spices, the at once knew that the king had
become reconciled unto her. In like manner did God love Israel, bringing them before
Mount Sinai, giving them the Torah, and them kings, as it say: And ye shall be unto
Me a kingdom of priests (Ex. 19:6), but after only forty days they sinned. The beaten
nations then said: ‘God will no longer be reconciled unto them,” as it is said, Men
said among the nations: They shall no more sojourn here (Lam. 4:14). But as soon as
Moses pleaded for mercy on their behalf, God forgave them, for it says: And the Lord
said: I have pardoned according to thy word (Num. 14:20). Moses then said: ‘Master
of the World! I personally am quite satisfied because Thou hast no more resentment
against Israel in Thine heart.” The Divine reply was: ‘As thou livest, I will cause My
Shechinah to dwell in their midst,” for it says: And let them make Me a sanctuary,
that I may dwell among them (Ex. 25:8). By this shall all nations know that I have
forgiven them.” This is why it says. THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY, because
the Tabernacle was a testimony to the Israelites that God had pardoned their sins.
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6. Pirkei Avot 3:14

He would say: Beloved is man, since he is created in the image [of God]. A deeper love
- it is revealed to him that he is created in the image, as it says (Genesis 9:6): "for in
God's image He made man." Beloved are Israel, since they are called children of the
Omnipresent.
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7. Rashi on Leviticus 9:23
ANDTHEY CAME OUT AND BLESSED THE PEOPLE — They said the words that conclude
“The Prayer of Moses” (Psalms 90:17): “May the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us”
— i. e. May it be God’s will that the Shechinah may rest upon the work of your hands
(see Rashi on Exodus 39:43). They invoked just this blessing and not another formula
because during the whole seven days of the installation when Moses was setting up
the Tabernacle and officiating therein and dismantling it daily the Shechinah had
not rested upon it and the Israelites felt ashamed, saying to Moses: “O, our Teacher
Moses! All the trouble which we have taken was only that the Shechinah may dwell
amongst us, so that we may know that the sin of the golden calf has been atoned for
on our behalf!” He therefore had said to them (v. 6): “This is the thing which the Lord
commanded that ye should do so that the glory of the Lord may appear unto you”
(i. e. only after these offerings will have been brought by Aaron (cf. v. 7) will God’s
glory appear unto you). My brother Aaron is more worthy and excellent than I am, so
that through his sacrifices and ministration the Shechinah will rest upon you, and ye
will thereby know that the Omnipresent God has chosen him to bring His Shechinah
upon you.
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8. Bavli Sukka 2A

A sukka that is more than twenty cubits high is unfit. From where are these matters:
Rabba said as the verse states: “So that your future generations will know that I caused
the children of Israel to reside in sukkot. Up to twenty cubits high, a person is aware
that he is residing in a sukka. more than twenty cubits high, a person is not aware
that he is residing in a sukka because his eye does not catch sight of the roof.
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9. Midrash Tanchuma

Why was it not erected immediately? Because the Holy One, blessed be He, wished
to combine the festivities of the erection of the Tabernacle with the celebration of
the birthday of our patriarch Isaac. Isaac was born on the first day of Nisan. The Holy
One, blessed be He, said to Himself: I will combine the celebrations. The scoffers in
that generation grumbled and complained, saying: “The work of the Tabernacle has
already been completed and it still has not been set up.” They were not aware of the
plan and the intention of the Holy One, blessed be He. Because of this King David
declared: For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through Thy work; I will exult in the
works of Thy hands (Ps. 92:5). For Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy work
alludes to the Tent of Meeting. I will exult in the works of Thy hands refers to the
building of the Temple, may it be rebuilt speedily in our time. How great are thy works,
O Lord: Thy thoughts are very deep (ibid., v. 6) relates to the fact that You decided to
combine the celebration of the erection of the Tabernacle with the celebration of the
birthday of our patriarch Isaac. That day he received ten crowns, as discussed in Seder
Olam....Therefore it says: A brutish man knoweth not, neither doth a food understand
this (ibid., v. 7). A brutish man knoweth not alludes to the scoffers and fools of that
generation, who did not know the thoughts of the Holy One, blessed be He.
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10. Or HaHaim

“And I shall dwell in their midst:” It does not say, “in its midst,” suggesting that the
place they are to sanctify for His dwelling is in the midst of the Israelites, who are to
surround the Tabernacle with their banners on all four sides. Perhaps these words are
God’s response to the desire of the people when they saw at Mount Sinai that God was
surrounded by the angels’ banners, while He was a sign in their midst. They lovingly
desired that so He should be in their midst. (See Bamidbar Rabba 2:3) So the response
of the One who penetrates the human heart was, “Let them make Me a sanctuary and
I will dwell in it, as they wish.”

11. Milan Kundera - The Book of Laughing and Forgiving

Things deprived suddenly of their putative meaning, the place assigned them in
the ostensible order of things... make us laugh. Initially, therefore, laughter is the
province of the Devil. It has a certain malice to it (things have turned out differently
from the way they tried to seem), but a certain beneficent relief as well (things are
looser than they seemed, we have greater latitude in living with them, their gravity
does not oppress us). The first time an angel heard the Devil’s laughter, he was
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horrified... The angel was all too aware the laughter was aimed against God and the
wonder of His works.... He opened his mouth and let out a wobbly, breathy sound...
and endowed it with the opposite meaning. Whereas the Devil’s laughter pointed up
the meaninglessness of things, the angel’s shout rejoiced in how rationally organized,
well conceived, beautiful, good, and sensible everything on earth was....

12. William Wodsworth - ‘Ode on Intimations of Immortality’
Not in entire forgetfulness,

And not in utter nakedness,

But trailing clouds of glory do we come

From God, who is our home

there hath past away a glory from the earth.
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