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The Desire for Desire
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2. Rashbam: 9:23-24

TYIN 9NR YR 1INRY PR Ran, to pray for the heavenly fire to descend

BYN %3 %R 'N 23 RN Wherein did this “glory of the Lord” manifest itself?

Fire came forth from before God": from the Holy of Holies first to the golden altar, in
order to burn the incense offering there... The fire found Aaron's two sons there, near
the golden altar, and it burned them to death. Then the fire went out of the Tabernacle
to the copper altar where it "consumed the burnt offering and the fats on the altar.

R," RAp" b"apn .3

DML 10PNY ANNHN IR INPY 122 N 18%0 BRNRRY DT :RIN7ART 2T 1INR 127077 .(0-R)
DNIR NI RY AR NIT PR N2 12007 ,072RY DNTIR 90w SR NMop " ,anth hatm Yy bmnab
DY*0,('T 'R RIPM) "NATAN YV PR 1020 170K 12 130271" 2900 DM IRRAR 8"YRY ,NTh D172 nen
R720% D170 210 RYY,N12) DR DT 02a80 10 8% 017 TN YR DR IR AP R8T RYI NN RY
"IN RY PRI NOR MR 12 DMPN N R2 PR Y 70N TR DM b RTRNRY T ,NNT PR
N2V YR RN DT DM O RTRY NRI1N N ay

¥
AVI CHAI 15




Parashat Shemini Dr. Avivah Zornberg

3. Rashbam: 10:1

RIN72RY 2T 170R 22 10p"N- before the fire had emanated from the Holy of Holies they
each took his own pan planning to offer incense on the golden altar, seeing that this
offering precedes (timewise) the disposal of not totally burned leftovers from the
previous day’s sacrificial meat. They placed “alien” fire on these pans, something
which had not been commanded by Moses to be done on this day. Even though on
ordinary days the rule of “the sons of Aaron will place in these pans fire on the altar”
(Leviticus 1,7) was in effect, this rule did not apply to the day of inauguration, and
Moses had not wanted any man made fire to be introduced into the Tabernacle. This
was because he expected heavenly fire to manifest itself so that the addition of man-
made fire would have completely ruined the impact of the miracle. On this day the
name of G’'d would be glorified by all the people becoming aware of Divine approval
of their offerings, by G’d accepting same by means of heavenly fire We find a parallel
to this in Kings I 18,25 when the prophet Elijah on Mount Carmel ordered the priests
not to put any fire on the altar.
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4. Rashi: 9:2

21y 47 N TAKE THEE A CALF — This animal was selected as a sin offering to announce
to him that the Holy One, blessed be He, granted him atonement by means of this calf
for the incident of the golden calf which he had made (Midrash Tanchuma, Shemini
4)
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5. Rashi9:23

AND MOSES AND AARON CAME, etc. — Wherefore did they now enter the Tabernacle?
I have found the following in the “Mechilta d’Miluim,” in the Boraitha thatisappended
to our Torath Cohanim (Sifra) since the heavenly fire had not fallen to consume the
sacrifice, he was uneasy in mind and said: I feel certain that the Holy One, blessed
be He, is angry with me and that it is on my account that the Shechinah has not
descended for Israel. He therefore said to Moses: “My brother Moses! Do you act thus
with me: you know that I have entered into this matter at your bidding and yet I have
been put to shame! Moses at once entered the tent with him and they offered prayer
and the Shechinah descended for Israel (Sifra, Shemini, Mechilta d'Miluim 2 18).
ANDTHEY CAME OUT AND BLESSED THE PEOPLE — They said the words that conclude
“The Prayer of Moses” (Psalms 90:17): “May the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us”
— i. e. May it be God’s will that the Shechinah may rest upon the work of your hands
(see Rashi on Exodus 39:43). They invoked just this blessing and not another formula
because during the whole seven days of the installation when Moses was setting up
the Tabernacle and officiating therein and dismantling it daily the Shechinah had
not rested upon it and the Israelites felt ashamed, saying to Moses: “O, our Teacher
Moses! All the trouble which we have taken was only that the Shechinah may dwell
amongst us, so that we may know that the sin of the golden calf has been atoned for
on our behalf!” He therefore had said to them (v. 6): “This is the thing which the Lord
commanded that ye should do so that the glory of the Lord may appear unto you”
(i. e. only after these offerings will have been brought by Aaron (cf. v. 7) will God’s
glory appear unto you). My brother Aaron is more worthy and excellent than I am, so
that through his sacrifices and ministration the Shechinah will rest upon you, and ye
will thereby know that the Omnipresent God has chosen him to bring His Shechinah
upon you.
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6. Sifra Vayikra 8

“Come close to the altar” (Lev. 9:7): To what can this be compared? To a human king
who married a wife. She was shy of him. Her sister came to her and said, Why did
you get into this matter if not to serve the king? Steel yourself and come and serve
the king! So Moses said to Aaron, Aaron my brother, why were you chosen to be High
Priest if not to serve God? Steel yourself and come and fulfill your service!
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7. Sifra Vayikra 3

"Take for yourself a young calf as a Sin Offering" (Lev. 9:2). This teaches that Moses
said to Aaron, Aaron my brother, even though God has been appeased to atone for
your sins, you need to put something into the mouth of Satan! Send a gift ahead of
you before you enter the Sanctuary, lest he block your path into the Sanctuary.
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9. Devarim Rashi 1:27

1207M — This is an expression denoting slander. Similar is, (Proverbs 18:8) “The words
of a 1313” i.e. of a man who brings a false report (Sifrei Devarim 24:1).

BECAUSE THE LORD HATETH US — Really, however, He loved you, but you hated Him.
A common proverb says: What is in your own mind about your friend, you imagine is
what is in his mind about you (Sifrei Devarim 24:3).

BECAUSE THE LORD HATETH US HE HATH BROUGHT US FORTH FROM THE LAND OF
EGYPT — His bringing us forth was out of hatred. A parable! It may be compared to an
earthly king who had two sons, and who had two fields, one well-watered; the other
arid (dependent upon rain only). To him whom he loved best of his sons he gave the
well-watered field, and to him whom he loved less he gave the arid one. The land of
Egypt is a well-watered country, for the Nile rises and irrigates it, whilst the land of
Canaan is an arid country — and He brought us forth from well-watered Egypt to give
us the arid land of Canaan (Numbers Rabbah 17:3).
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10. Shir HaShirim Rabbah

Once as Ben Azzai sat and expounded Torah (doresh), the fire flamed (me-lahetet)
around him. They went and told R. Akiva, saying, Rabbi, Ben Azzai is sitting and
expounding Torah and fire is flaming around him. He went to Ben Azzai and said, I
hear that while you were expounding Torah fire flamed around you? He answered,
That is so. He said to him, Were you perhaps engaging in the secrets of the Divine
Chariot? No, he replied. I was only combining the words of Torah with one another
and then with the words of the prophets, and the prophets with the Writings; and
the words rejoiced as when they were delivered from Sinai, and they were sweet as
at their original utterance. And was it not in fire that they were originally delivered
from Sinai, as it says, "And the mountain burned with fire".
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11. Vayikra Rabbah

R. Acha and R. Ze'ira opened their discourse with the text: "At this too my heart
trembles, va-yatter out of its place" (Job 37:1). What is the meaning of va-yatter? "It
leaped." As you read, "to leap upon the earth" (Lev. 11:21). Elihu said, Shall the sons
of Aaron not even be like his rod, which entered dry and came out full of sap? The
wicked Titus entered the interior of the Holy of Holies with his sword drawn in his
hand. He cut into the curtain and his sword came out full of blood. He entered in
peace and departed in peace. But Aaron's sons came in to offer incense and came out
burned, as is borne out by the text, "After the death of the two sons of Aaron, when
they drew near before God, and died."
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13. Georges Bataille, Theory of Religion, 43-44:

The thing - only the thing - is what sacrifice means to destroy in the victim .... [It]
draws the victim out of the world of utility and restores it to that of unintelligible
caprice.... The sacrifice declares: “Intimately, I belong to the sovereign world of the
gods and myths, to the world of violent and uncalculated generosity.... I withdraw
you, victim, from the world in which you were and could only be reduced to the
condition of a thing ....I call you back to the intimacy of the divine world ....
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