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Bialik the National Poet With Rachel Korazim
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Celebrate your ancestors’ holidays and add to them a bit of your own, according to your ability, your
taste, and your reason. What is paramount is that you do everything out of faith, and with a live feeling
and a soulful need - and don’t be too clever.

H.N. Bialik 1930
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Shabbat the Queen

The sun has already disappeared beyond the treetops,
Come let us go and welcome the Sabbath Queen,

She is already descending among us, holy and blessed,
And with her are angels, a host of peace and rest,
Come, O Queen,

Come, O Queen,

Peace be unto you, O Angels of Peace.’

We have welcomed the Shabbat with song and prayer,
Let us return home our hearts full of joy.

There, the table is set, the lights are lit,

Every corner of the house is shining with a divine spark.
A good and blessed Shabbat.

A good and blessed Shabbat.

Come in peace, O Angels of Peace.

Sit among us, O pure Shabbat Queen, and enlighten us with your splendor.
Tonight and tomorrow-then you may pass on.

And we for our part will honor you by wearing beautiful clothing,

By singing zemirot, by praying, and by eating three meals.

And with complete rest.

And with pleasant rest.

Bless me with peace, O Angels of Peace.

The sun has already disappeared beyond the treetops.
Come let us accompany the Sabbath Queen’s departure.
Go in peace, holy and blessed.

Know that for six day we will await your return.

Yes, till next Shabbat.

Yes, till next Shabbat.

Go in peace, O Angels of Peace.
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NAD Ned NAD Ned
Go down, go up, go up and
down!

What's up?

What's down? -
Only me,

Me and you;

We are both equal
In the scales
Between earth

And heaven.
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Take Me under Your Wings

Take me under your wings,

Be to me sister and mother.

Let your bosom shelter my head,
Nestle my banished prayers.

Then in twilight, the hour of mercy,

Bend down to me, my anguish I'll tell thee:

There is Youth in the world, they say.
My youth—where is it?

And another secret I'll tell:

My soul, it is all burnt out.

There is Love in the world, they say.
Love—what is it?

The stars have all deceived me.

There was a dream, it too has passed.

I have not a thing in the world now.
I have nothing, at last.

Take me under your wings,

Be to me sister and mother.

Let your bosom shelter my head,
Nestle my banished prayers.

Ephrat, D. “Bialik/ Take Me Under Your Wings”.
Contemporary Literary Review India, Vol. 6, no. 4,

Nov. 2019, pp. 102-3, d0i:10.201411/clri.v6i4.457.
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