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1. Rashi — Shemot 31:13

And you, speak to the B'nei Yisrael - "And you, though I have charged you to command
them concerning the work of the mishkon, let it not be an easy matter for you to set the
Shabbos aside on account of that work.”

You must still preserve My Shabbos - Though you may be preoccupied in the rush of
the work [of the mishkon], nevertheless Shabbos should not be set aside on account of it.
[This is indicated by the fact that] every time the {ach} or {rak} appear [they convey the
idea of] limiting or excluding. [Here {ach} appears so as] to exclude Shabbos from any
work of the mishkon.

For it is a sign between Me and yourselves - It is a sign of the esteem between us that I
have chosen you, [as is indicated] by My giving to you as a legacy My day of rest, for rest.
To know - [So that] the nations [know] through it “that I, G-d, make you holy.”
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2. Sforno — Shemot 35:3

You shall kindle no fire — Even though kindling a fire in itself is in most instances
destructive (damaging), nonetheless since (fire) is the medium (means) for all, or most,
works — it is prohibited on the Sabbath.
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3. Midrash Rabbah — Shemot 51:8

Break off the golden rings, etc.’ (ib. XXXII, 2). Whereupon the people instantaneously
broke off their golden rings and showered them upon him until he was compelled to
exclaim: '"Enough.’ Hence did Moses rebuke them with And Laban, and Hazeroth, and Di-
zahab (Deut. I, 1) It can be compared to a young man who came to a city and found the
people thereof collecting money for charity, and when they asked him also to subscribe,
he went on giving until they had to tell him that he had already given enough. Further on
his travels, he lighted on a place where they were collecting for a theatre, and when asked
to contribute towards it, he was also so generous that he had to be told, 'Enough!’ Israel,
likewise, contributed so much towards the Golden Calf that they had to be told 'Enouglh,
and they also contributed gold so generously towards the construction of the Tabernacle
that they again had to be told 'Enough’, as it is said, 'For the stuff they had was sufficient
for all the work to make it, and too much’ (Ex. XXXVI, 7). The Holy One, blessed be He,
thereupon said: ' Let the gold of the Tabernacle atone for the gold they brought towards
the making of the Golden Calf.
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4. Midrash Rabbah — Shemot 48:4

Another explanation of SEE, THE LORD HATH CALLED BY NAME BEZALEL. Thus
it is written, Behold, I have created the smith (Isa. LIV, 16): this refers to Bezalel. That
bloweth the fire of coals (ib.): Israel sinned with fire, as it says, And I cast it into the
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fire, and there came out this calf (Ex. XXXII, 24), whereupon Bezalel came and healed
the wound. It is like the case of a doctor's disciple who applied a plaster to a wound and
healed it. When people began to praise him, his teacher [the doctor] said: 'Praise me, for I
have taught him.” Likewise, when everybody was saying that Bezalel had constructed the
Tabernacle through his knowledge and understanding, the Holy One, blessed be He, said:
"It was I who created him and taught him,’ as it says, '‘Behold, I have created the smith.’
Hence did Moses say: SEE, THE LORD HATH CALLED BY NAME BEZALEL.
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5. Rashi — Shemot 32:24

He said to them - I said one thing to them--- only: "Who has gold?” and they hurriedly
removed it and gave it to me.

I threw it into the fire - and I did not know that this calf would come out and it did come
out.
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6. Rashi — Shemot 32:5

Aharon saw - that it was alive as it is said [of the Golden Calf]: "in the form of an ox
eating grass,” and he thereby saw that the Satan's act succeeded and therefore had no
excuse to put them off completely.
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7. Midrash Rabbah — Shemot 43:7

Another explanation of LORD, WHY DOTH THY WRATH WAX HOT AGAINST THY
PEOPLE? Moses said: 'Didst Thou not say thus unto me: "Go, get thee down; for thy
people... have dealt corruptly ” (ib. 7)? Well, if [thou sayest] " thy people have sinned
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», not " My people”, then it is my people that have sinned, and not Thy people; then
LORD, WHY DOTH THY WRATH WAX HOT AGAINST THY PEOPLE?" Another
interpretation of this passage: It can be compared to a royal dignitary, who, on entering
his house, discovered his wife embracing the statuary figure supporting a delphica,’ and
he became angry. Whereupon his friend said to him: ' If it could give birth, then thou
wouldst have every right to be angry, [but not under the circumstances].” To which the
royal dignitary replied: 'I know that this image has no power whatsoever, but this is in
order to teach her a lesson that she must not act thus.’ This is also what God said: 'I know
that there is no reality in it, but [the reason of My anger is] that they be not led to indulge
in idolworship! ' Whereupon Moses retorted: ' Since there is nothing in it, then why art
Thou angry with Thy children? ' Hence, LORD, WHY DOTH THY WRATH WAX HOT
AGAINST THY PEOPLE?
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8. Ramban — Shemot 35:21

And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up — This is said with reference to
the wise men who did the work, for we do not find the use of this phrase, "the stirring up
of the heart,” in connection with those who merely brought the donations; Scripture rather
mentions "generosity of heart” with reference to them. Now the reason for using such a
phrase, whose heart stirred him up, is because they undertook to do the work, although
there was no one amongst them who had learned these crafts from an instructor, or had
trained his hands at all to do them. Rather, a person who felt in his nature that he knew
how to do such skills, his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Eternal to come before
Moses and say to him, "I will do all that my lord speaks.” I have already mentioned this in
another section. Thus Scripture is stating that there came before Moses every one whose
heart stirred him up to undertake the work, and every one whom his spirit made willing
brought the offering. Then Moses said to all of them that G-d had called by name Bezalel,
and Oholiab. Afterwards Moses called them and every wise-hearted man to come before
him, and he gave them the whole donation [brought by the people so that they could
proceed to do the work].
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9. Ramban — Shemot 31:2

See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur — said to Moses, See
I have called by name, and Moses said to Israel, See, the Eternal hath called by name.
The reason for this is because Israel in Egypt had been crushed under the work in mortar
and in brick, and had acquired no knowledge of how to work with silver and gold, and
the cutting of precious stones, and had never seen the at all. It was thus a wonder that
there was to be found amongst them such a great wise-hearted man who knew how to
work with silver and gold, and in cutting of stones [for setting] and in carving of wood,
a craftsman, an embroiderer, and a seaver. For even amongst those who study before the
experts, you cannot find one is proficient in all these crafts. And even those know them
and are used to doing them, if their hands are continually engaged in [work with] lime and
mud, lose the ability to do with them such artistic and delicate work. Moreover, he [i.e.,
Bezalel] was a great Sage in wisdom and understanding, and in knowledge, to understand
the secret of the Tabernacle and all its vessels, why they were commanded and to what
they hinted. Therefore G-d said to Moses that when he sees this wonder he should know
that [ filled him with the spirit of G-d, to know all these things in order that he would
make the Tabernacle. For it was His Will to make the Tabernacle in the wilderness, and
He created him for His glory, for it is He that called the generations from the beginning,
it being similar in meaning to the verse, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee, and
before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee. The same type of expression
we find in the verse, See that the Eternal hath given you the Sabbath; therefore he giveth
you on the sixth day the bread of two days.

Our Rabbis have on this topic a Midrash: "G-d showed Moses the book of the first man
and told him: 'Each person I have given a role from that moment on, and Bezalel too
I have given a role already then, as it is said, See, I have called by name Bezalel ."
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This is similar to what I have explained. The Rabbis have also said: "Bezalel knew how
to combine the letters with which heaven and earth were created.” The purport of this
saying is that the Tabernacle alludes to these matters [heaven and earth], and he knew and
understood its secret.

25 P02 NP P2 New By v .10

R D3 KDR XD 22N PR WD MR MIE WK - AR DX T TS WN 90 DR Y 1 N 12 PR
MY wn % 302 Awn? RIY 71nD YT R0 12717 MR XPW 071327 AR Awn DX MR
Down 37NRI N7 7910 Mey? 021y A DRPX2 10 mR 1own 7R 0790 1900 meyh DR53ab
WY 191 773pn 72 MY 79 °RTN2 %3 0770 PR D33 Awn 97X 172pn "en nynw 70 19 1R 1002 079

.0°%0 Wy 371N 79NN 1ownn

10. Rashi — Shemot 38:22

Betzalel, son of Uri, etc. made all that Ad-noy commanded Moshe - That which
he (Moshe) commanded him (Betzalel) is not written here, but, rather, "all that G-d
commanded Moshe,” [thereby implying that] even things which his teacher (Moshe) had
not told him, his own opinion was in agreement with what was said to Moshe at Sinai.
For Moshe had instructed Betzalel to first produce the vessels, and afterward the mishkon.
Whereupon Betzalel said to him: "It is customary in the world to first construct a house
and afterwards put furnishings in it.” Moshe responded to him: "[You are right] that is
indeed what I heard from G-d.” Moshe [then also] said to him "You must have been (
{Betzel El} ) in the shadow of G-d, for, certainly, so did G-d command me.” And so he
(Betzalel) did it--- first the mishkon and afterwards he made the vessels.
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11. Midrash Rabbah — Shemot 42:5

For it says, I have surely seen--raoh raithi (Ex. III, 7). [This means], God said to Moses:
'Thou seest only one sight, but I behold two. Thou seest only how they will come to
Sinai and receive My Torah, but I can see how after I have come to Sinai to give them
the Torah, and when I am returning in My chariot with four animals, they will scrutinise
it and withdraw one of the animals in order to provoke Me to anger thereby,’ as it says,
And they four had the face of an ox on the left side (Ezek. I, 10). ' With that they would
provoke Me to anger,’ as it says, Thus they exchanged their glory for the likeness of an ox
that eateth grass (Ps. CVI, 20).
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12. Seforno — Shemot 36:8

And every wise-hearted man among them who did the work — The wiser ones among
them made the mishkan (curtains) which was the work of skillful workers (26:1) having
different figures on their two sides, as our Sages mention.
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13. Midrash Rabbah — Shemot 51:4

Another explanation: It is a testimony to the whole world that he [Moses] was appointed
by God [to erect] the Tabernacle. R. Isaac said: It can be compared to a king who took
a wife whom he loved very dearly. In the course of time he became angry with her and
deserted her, and her neighbours taunted her, saying, 'He will no longer return to you.’
Subsequently, the king sent her a message: 'Prepare my palace and make the beds therein,
for I am coming back to thee on such-and-such a day’; and when that day arrived, the
king returned unto her and became reconciled to her, entering her chamber and eating and
drinking with her. Her neighbours at first would not believe all this; but when they scented
the fragrant spices, they at once knew that the king had become reconciled unto her. In
like manner did God love Israel, bringing them before Mount Sinai, giving them the
Torah, and calling them kings, as it says, And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests
(Ex. XIX, 6), but after only forty days they sinned. The heathen nations then said: ' God
will no longer be reconciled unto them,’ as it is said, Men said among the nations: They
shall no more sojourn here (Lam. IV, 15)1 But as soon as Moses pleaded for mercy on
their behalf, God forgave them, for it says, And the Lord said: I have pardoned according
to thy word (Num. XIV, 20).2 Moses then said: ' Master of the World! I personally am
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quite satisfied because Thou hast forgiven Israel, but do Thou please announce the fact
to all the nations that Thou hast no more resentment against Israel in Thine heart.” The
Divine reply was: 'As thou livest, I will cause My Shechinah to dwell in their midst,’ for
it says, And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them (Ex. XXV,
8). ‘By this shall all nations know that I have forgiven them.3’ This is why it says, THE
TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY, because the Tabernacle was a testimony to the
Israelites that God had pardoned their sins.
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14. Mishna — Tractate Avot 3:14

He used to say: Beloved is man, for he was created in the image (of God); still greater was
this love in that it was made known to him that he was created in the image (of God), as
it is written (Gen. 9:6): "In the image of God made He man.”
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15. Sefat Emet — VaYakhel - 221

In the name of my teacher (his grandfather, the Chiddushey HaRi"m), on the verse "The
men came with (al) the women...” (Ex 35:22): the Sages say that "In the place where
those who have done repentance (baalei teshuvah) stand, completely righteous people
(tzadikim gemurim) cannot stand.” (BT Berachot 34b) This is similar to this text: "Those
men who sinned with the gold of the calf came to greater strength than (al) the women
who did not sin...” (Zohar 1:129b)

This is the meaning of repentance, when one takes the path of his desire for sin and then
seeks to fulfil God's desire, as it says, "Do G-d's will as though it were your own.” (Pirkei
Avot 2:4) One thus restores the sinful desire to the good, for all human desires which
are not godly exist only in order for human beings to learn the way to His service, and
so restore the desire to its true place. And this is the place where completely righteous
people cannot stand, for such a deep desire is not to be found in them. (translation Joshua
Schwartz)
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16. Gaston Bachelard, Air and Dreams, 1 — 3.

We always think of the imagination as the faculty that forms images. On the contrary,
it deforms what we perceive; it is, above all, the faculty that frees us from immediate
images and changes them...

We could say that a stable and completely realized image clips the wings of the
imagination....The poem is essentially an aspiration toward new images. ... We experience
them as actively lyrical through their ability to renew our hearts and souls. These literary
images add hope to a feeling, a special vigor to our decision to be a person....
Imagination allows us to leave the ordinary course of things. Perceiving and imagining
are as antithetical as presence and absence. To imagine is to absent oneself, to launch out
toward a new life.

17. Marion Milner, On Not Being Able to Paint.

It seemed almost as if at these moments one could not bear the chaos and uncertainty about
what was emerging long enough, as if one had to turn the scribble into some recognizable
whole when in fact the thought or mood seeking expression had not yet reached that
stage. And the result was a sense of false certainty, a compulsive and deceptive sanity, a
tyrannical victory of the common-sense view which always sees objects as objects, but at
the cost of something else which was seeking recognition, something that was more to do
with imaginative than with common-sense reality.
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