Preparing for Passover
Between History and Memory
Rabbi Shat Finkelstein
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Then M said to Moses, “Inscribe this in a document as a reminder, and read it aloud to
Joshua: I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven!”
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Between History and Memory Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

You shall not eat anything leavened with it; for seven days thereafter you shall eat
unleavened bread, bread of distress—for you departed from the land of Egypt hurriedly—
so that you may remember the day of your departure from the land of Egypt as long as
you live.
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Remember the days of old, Consider the years of ages past;
Ask your parent, who will inform you, Your elders, who will tell you:

5. Rabbi Soloveitchik

“Hashem endowed man with time awareness. The ability to sense and feel time and the
existential stream of selthood. The time awareness has three basic component parts. First,
retrospection: without memory there is no time. Second, the time experience includes
exploration of things yet unborn and events not yet in existence. Third, is appreciation of
the present moment as one’s most precious possession.

No one is worthy of time-awareness if retrospection is foreign to him. If he is incapable
of reliving, recovering and reproducing past experiences. Past events which are not re-
experienced belong not to history, but to archeology. Archeology involves past events that
occurred once upon a time, disappeared, and while they may be reproduced by memory,
are no alive anymore. Memory is not just a storehouse for latent impressions there is also
the living memory which reproduces and re-experiences the past.”
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It is a positive commandment from the Torah to sanctify the Sabbath day with a verbal
statement, as [implied by Exodus 20:8]: "Remember the Sabbath day to sanctify it" - i.e.,
remember it with [words of] praise [that reflect its] holiness.

This remembrance must be made at the Sabbath's entrance and at its departure: at the
[day's] entrance with the kiddush that sanctifies the day, and at its departure with havdalah.
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Between History and Memory Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

You shall not eat anything leavened with it; for seven days thereafter you shall eat
unleavened bread, bread of distress—for you departed from the land of Egypt hurriedly—
so that you may remember the day of your departure from the land of Egypt as long as
you live.
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THAT THOU MAYEST REMEMBER through the eating of the Passover 1210 ynb?
THE DAY WHEN THOU CAMEST 1nX¥ oy nR ,sacrifice and the unleavened bread
[FORTH [OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT
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the reason why [ have commanded to eternalize this manifestation of G’d’s direct guidance
of your fate, nmawn, is so that the compensation of the shorter lunar year with the seasonal
orbits of the solar year be effected through the addition of extra days or an extra month, so
that this month will always occur partially after the equinox of spring. I did not legislate
anything similar for the solar year as there is no need for it, and that would have little to
do with the Exodus. There is no reason why the gentile nations should commemorate the
Exodus of the Jews from Egypt. 71 "»° 93, every time the calendar is adjusted, be it to
add a day or to add a month, you will be reminded of the reason for this being a reminder
of the Exodus from Egypt.
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Remember the days of old, Consider the years of ages past;
Ask your parent, who will inform you, Your elders, who will tell you:
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07w nm»° 191 REMEMBER THE DAY'S OF OLD — what He did to previous generations
who provoked Him to anger
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Between History and Memory Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
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57197 naw 22 [CONSIDER] THE YEARS OF GENERATION AFTER GENERATION
— the generation of Enosh over whom He caused the waters of the ocean to flow, and the
generations of the flood whom He drowned by flood (cf. Sifrei Devarim 310:1). Another
explanation is: If you have not set your attention to the past (i.e. if you fail to remember the
days of old, then) 97 77 n1w 1122 CONSIDER at least THE YEARS OF GENERATION
AND GENERATION so that you become conscious of what might happen in the future
— that He has the power to bestow good upon you and to make you inherit the blissful
days of Messiah and the world to come (cf. Sifrei Devarim 310:5).
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ASK THY FATHER. Scripture states this because it earlier said Remember. If you forgot
what your fathers told you, ask them.
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