Hope and Disappointment
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When Lamech had lived 182 years, he begot a son.
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And he named him Noah, saying, "This one will provide us relief from our work and from the
toil of our hands, out of the very soil which nn” placed under a curse.”
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Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

And he called his name Noach - Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Shimon Ben Lakish dispute. Rabbi
Yochanan said: "The midrash is not the name, and the name is not the midrash. Rather, the
verse only needed to say "Noach, this one will comfort us", or "Nachman , this one will comfort
us". Rather, in the hour that the Holy One created Adam HaRishon (the First Human), He
made him rule over all, the cow would listen to the plowman and the furrow would listen to
the plowman. Since Adam sinned they rebelled against him, the cow would not listen to the
plowman and the furrow would not listen to the plowman. When Noach stood/was established,
they rested (nachu). And from where do we have this? Here we have the expression of rest
(nichah), and there we have the expression of rest: "so that your ox and your donkey will rest
(yanuach)" (Ex. 23:12). Just as in that case the expression has to do with the ox resting, so too
here. Rabbi Shimeon Ben Lakish said: "The midrash is not the name, and the name is not the
midrash. Rather, the verse only needed to say "Noach, this one will comfort us", or "Nachman,
this one will comfort us". Rather, until the moment Noach stood the waters would not cease
to come up and flood them inside their graves. Twice, as it is written: "Who summons the
waters of the sea [and pours them out upon the earth— His name is Ad-nai!]" (Amos 5:8) this is
regarding the two times [per day] that the waters come up and flood them inside their graves,
once in Shacharit (morning) and once in Arvit (night),since it is written: "[abandoned among
the dead,] like corpses lying in the grave [of whom You are mindful no more], and who are cut
off from Your care." Their "bodies lying in the grave" were "abandoned corpses" - and when
Noach stood up, they found rest. Here we have the expression of rest (nichah), and there we
have the expression of rest: "Yet they shall come to peace, they shall have rest on their resting
place, [the ones who walked straightforward]."” (Isaiah 57:2). Just as in that case the expression
has to do with the resting in the grave, so too here. Rabbi Eliezer said: Noach was named after
his sacrifice (korban) as it is written: "And Ad-nai smelled the pleasing [hanichoach] odor"
(Gen. 8:21). Rabbi Yosi bar Rabbi Chanina said: He was named after the resting of the ark,
as it says "and the ark rested [tanach]" (Gen. 8:4). Rabbi Yochanan said: the celestial spheres
did not move that entire twelve months. Rabbi Yonatan said to him: they did move, but their
movements were not marked. "(So long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and
heat, summer and winter, day and night) shall not cease" (Gen 8:22) - Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbu
Yehoshua dispute. Rabbi Eliezer said: shall not cease, from here [we infer] that they did not
cease. And Rabbi Yehoshua: shall not cease, from here [we infer| that they did cease.
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Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was blameless in his generations;
Noah walked with God.—

Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
The earth became corrupt before God; the earth was filled with lawlessness.
When God saw how corrupt the earth was, for all flesh had corrupted its ways on earth,

God said to Noah, "I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled withlawlessness
because of them: I am about to destroy them with the earth.
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Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
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Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

17. Rabbi Sacks Covenant & Conversation

Noah is the classic case of someone who is righteous, but who is not a leader. In a disastrous age,
when all has been corrupted, when the world is filled with violence, when even God Himself
- in the most poignant line in the whole Torah - "regretted that He had made man on earth,
and was pained to His very core,” Noah alone justifies God’s faith in humanity, the faith that
led Him to create humankind in the first place. That is an immense achievement, and nothing
should detract from it. Noah is, after all, the man through whom God makes a covenant with all
humanity. Noah is to humanity what Abraham is to the Jewish people....So, one way of reading
the story of Noah is as an example of lack of leadership. Noah was righteous but not a leader.

He was a good man who had no influence on his environment. There are, to be sure, other
ways of reading the story, but this seems to me the most straightforward. If so, then Noah is
the third case in a series of failures of responsibility. As we saw last week, Adam and Eve failed
to take personal responsibility for their actions ("It wasn’t me"). Cain refused to take moral
responsibility ("Am I my brother’s keeper?"). Noah failed the test of collective responsibility.

This way of interpreting the story, if correct, entails a strong conclusion. We know that
Judaism involves collective responsibility, for it teaches Kol Yisrael arevim ze bazeh ("All Israel
are responsible for one another” Shavuot 39a). But it may be that simply being human also
involves collective responsibility .Not only are Jews responsible for one another. So are we all,
regardless of our faith or religious affiliations...It seems, though, that the Torah sets a high
standard for the moral life. It is not enough to be righteous if that means turning our backs on a
society that is guilty of wrongdoing. We must take a stand. We must protest. We must register
dissent even if the probability of changing minds is small. That is because the moral life is a
life we share with others. We are, in some sense, responsible for the society of which we are a
part. It is not enough to be good. We must encourage others to be good. There are times when
each of us must lead.
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