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Rav on Chumash

“If it is a son, you shall put him to death, but if it is a daughter, she may live”.
Why did Pharaoh relegate the task of killing the male infants to the Jewish
midwives? Why did he not order his own people to Kill the Jewish males?

Atactic employed by our enemies to oppress the Jews through the generations
has been to discredit them—to argue that this nation does not deserve the
world’s sympathy. During the Holocaust, the Nazis forcibly took Jews to
an elegant hotel in Warsaw, had them dress in festive clothing, loaded the
tables with delicacies, hired an orchestra, and forced the Jews to dance. All
the while a Nazi photographer took photos of them. Afterward, they were
immediately sent to the death camps. After the war it was discovered that the
Nazis had planned to disseminate these pictures to demonstrate how Jews
callously ignored the suffering of their brethren, even celebrating while their
coreligionists were being slaughtered.

This method was originated by Pharaoh. Pharaoh wanted to show the world
that the Jews were not worthy of sympathy—see how their own midwives,
whose job was to bring children into the world and alleviate the pain of the
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mothers, Killed the children! He wanted to show that the world would be
better off without such people. (Aton Holzer Summary)

Edmund Burke

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing.”
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Rabbi Sacks

Morality is the voice of human dignity; it is what makes a society humane
and civilization possible. A society without moral codes would be a place
where individuals pursue their own interests withoutregard to others, leading
inevitably to conflict, chaos, and ultimately the breakdown of community.
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