Parashat Shelach
Power Vs. Influences
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
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Rav 13:33 (Reflections, Vol. 1, pp. 197-198)

The scouts sent by Moses to survey the Holy Land summed up their dispiritedness...
in the words In our eyes, we seemed like grasshoppers, and so we were in their
eyes. Such feelings of inferiority, God decided, could not inspire the initiative and
confidence required to succeed in the conquest of the Holy Land

Rebbe 13:30

Both Joshua and Caleb equally defied the doubt of their colleagues and declared...
that the people could conquer the land. However, a close look at their words shows a
subtle difference between them. ...these differences reflect an essential distinction in
the way Joshua and Caleb resisted the influence of their colleagues: Joshua received
inspiration from Moses, who said a prayer for him...Caleb on the other hand, sought
inspiration on his own: while in Canaan, he prayed at the graves of the patriarchs in
Hebron. Joshua’s resilience was a gift, while Caleb’s was self-made
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