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Rav on Chumash / Haggadat Hagrid p. 55

Why were the plagues necessary? Why did God not simply devise a means
for the Israelites to leave Egypt against Pharaoh’s will? The purpose of
the plagues was to elevate God’s Name so Pharaoh would recognize His
existence. Once Pharaoh gained this recognition, he would naturally
allow the Israelites to leave, understanding that it was God’s will that he
do so. However, Pharaoh did not recognize God until all the plagues had
afflicted Egypt.

Yair Kahn Haggadah

There is a halachic concept known as kofin oso ad sheyomar rotzeh ani:
under certain circumstances, we apply force until the individual comes
to the realization that what is demanded of him is just and he, therefore,
ultimately expresses his desire to comply. By afflicting Egypt with the
plagues, God wanted Pharaoh himself to recognize the need to allow the
Jews to leave Egypt.
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