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Rebbe on the Torah

He called to Moses: The alef of the word for "He called” (X72"1), the first word in
the Book of Leviticus, is written smaller than usual, alluding to Moses' humility
even in the face of his own greatness and his selection by God for his exalter role in

human history...

His humility was not self-delusional but the result of simple reasoning. "I cannot
take any credit for any of my gifts or accomplishments," he thought, "since they
are all God-given. Indeed, were another person to have been given my potentials,
he would have accomplished more and climbed greater heights than I have." He
understood that true humility does not mean denigrating oneself but seeing the
virtue in others.

... Moreover, if we remember the small alef, we too will merit to be called by God,
and his revelation will provide us with the strength to answer God’s call...This is
the true essence of the sacrifice, whose laws are introduced by the lesson of the
small alef.
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