Parashat Tzav
The Relevance of Offerings Today
Rabbi Shai FinRelstein
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Rav on Chumash Vayikra 6:2 (Aton Holzer Summary)

The Torah often uses variants of the word 1¥ in discussing service in the
Mishkan—for example M3R 7AX] (Ex. 27:20). Rashi on this verse provides the
following background: [ The word] X is meant to express urgency [ziruz] for both
the immediate moment and for future generations [miyad uledoros]. The Torah
must especially express urgency in a situation where there is a loss of money. Many
mitzvos can involve monetary loss. Why is the word 1% used specifically in the
context of the sacrifices? The loss of money is intrinsic to certain mitzvos, such
as the mitzvah of giving charity. Thus, the verse states: Command the children of
Israel that they shall give to the Levites from their hereditary possession cities in
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which to dwell (Num. 35:2). The word 1X is used when a loss of assets is intrinsic to
the mitzvah. Offering a sacrifice similarly involves such a loss of assets.

Rashi uses the term ziruz, or urgency, in describing how this mitzvah is to be
tulfilled. There is an urgency associated with mitzvos that involve monetary loss.

What is the meaning of the word ledoros (for future generations) in this context?
The mitzvos of mezuzah, tefillin and Shabbos are clearly ledoros. Thousands of
years have gone by, and these mitzvos are observed as they had been when they
were originally given. But in what way are the mitzvos of the Mishkan practiced
today? There has been no korban tamid for almost two thousand years! In what
sense does the mitzvah of offering korbanos continue?

The Gemara in Megillah 31b recounts a conversation between God and Abraham
in the con- text of the Bris Bein Habesarim, the Covenant Between the Pieces
(Gen. 15). Abraham asked how he was to know that God would not forsake Israel
if they sinned. God answered, “In the merit of the [ Temple] sacrifices.” Abraham
insisted that this merit is fine when these sacrifices are in existence, but what was
to happen after the destruction of the Temple? God replied that if the Children of
Israel learned the laws surrounding the sacrifices, He would consider their study as
a virtual sacrificial offering. When we cannot offer sacrifices, we recite the halachos
pertaining to them as a substitute.

There is a Mikdash in our days as well—not physically, but through halachic study.
This is the mesorah of Torah Shebal Peh, the Oral Law. Today, we read Parashas
Shekalim as if the Beis Hamikdash was still standing; it is ledoros. Parashas Parah
reminds us to be ritually pure so that we may bring the korban pesach. Although we
no longer offer a korban pesach, we read Parashas Parah as if the Beis Hamikdash
still exists.

Rebbe 6:2

...Just as there are active (completing the process that began with its slaughtering)
and preventive (not letting the deadline for its burning pass) aspects of burning
up the fats on the Altar, there are both active and preventive aspects in the process
of refining our pursuit of pleasure. The active aspect is performed “by day” and
the preventive aspect “by night”. Metaphorically, “day” signifies those aspects of
our lives that are open expressions of spiritual “light” i.e. Divine consciousness:
studying God’s Torah and fulfilling His commandments. “Night” in contrast,
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signifies all other mundane aspects of ourlives, whose Divine dimensionis obscured
by the “darkness” of materiality. Thus, the twofold obligation to place the fats on
the altar -fire both during the day and night indicate that we must transmute our
self-oriented pleasure into God-centered pleasure both when involved in spiritual
pursuits as well as when engaged in our own mundane affairs

Torah

He called to Moses: The alef of the word for "He called” (X72°1), the first word in
the Book of Leviticus.
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