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Rav on Chumash 26:3 (Divrei Hashkafah)

A Jewhas two distinct sources of covenantal obligation. The firstis a communal
kedushah, which derives from the covenant at Mount Sinai and the covenant
of the patriarchs (verse 42). This is the subject of our parashah, signified
by the fact that the blessings and curses in this parashah are addressed in
the plural. There is also a second covenant that is based on each individual’s
personal kedushah, a covenant detailed in Parashas Ki Savo which took place
in Moab. The wording of this covenant is in the singular.

We need both covenants because we are “chosen” in two distinct ways.

One aspect of our chosenness relates to being the progeny of Abraham,
and it is for this aspect which we recite the blessing who has not made me
a gentile. A second chosenness comes through the study of Torah, reflected
in the blessing who has chosen us from among the nations. This chosenness
involves a higher sanctification than is afforded through simple lineage
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