Parashat Bamidbar

Lessons from the Census
Rabbi Shai FinRelstein
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Rebbe 1:1

The silent desolation of the desert is a metaphor for the lack of Divine
revelation in creation. Yet, despite its spiritual silence, in the mute
world can indeed be taught to express the Divinity hidden within it. The
Jewish people are uniquely suited to this task; by studying the Torah
and observing the commandments we can unveil the Divine purpose
and potential behind every aspect of reality.

Rebbe 1: 2

In this census, the fact that each Jew counted for one- neither more nor
less- indicates that every is equally dear to God, as an individual. Every
Jew possesses this invaluable worth by virtue of his or her unique soul-
essence. By virtue of this essence which the simplest Jew possess no
less than did Moses, all Jews are all equally God’s children. When we
recognize this, we too will cherish and never dismiss or overlook any Jew.
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Rebbe 1:2

The idiom the Torah uses for “take the census” is “raise the heads” Since
the purpose of the census was to conscript us for the task of battling the
desolation of the spiritual desert, this indicates that in order to overcome
this enemy, we must always feel above it.

Rav on Chumash 1:2

The words ning 7son2 suggest an intimate relationship with every
individual. God commanded Moses to call each man by name, because
each individual possesses something unique. To be an effective rebbe,
Moseshad to know each person as an individual with his own background
and life experience.
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