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Rav 8:1

The battle of the prince, the political representative of the people, is
always waged on the socio- political field, in the public eye. Every move
of his is reported; every gift or sacrifice is announced precisely...Day
after day, the political leaders, those who lead the people in the field of
government, are showered with recognition. They are present at every
celebration and seem to be honored for everything. ...Aaron felt weak
because neither he nor any of his tribe was present at the dedication.
Aaron, the traditional Jew, felt a bit downtrodden. The quiet, modest
Aaron, who often allowed himself to be insulted and struck with stones,
who often bowed before the masters of Esau, did not appreciate that it
was he who kept the Menorah burning, who guarded its sanctity with
self-sacrifice and unbounded love.

If not for Aaron and his dedication to preserving the holiness of the
Sanctuary, who knows if the princes could have dedicated the vessels of
silver and gold? Nevertheless, Aaron felt forgotten and abashed, because
no one remembered him, no one praised him, his work was ignored.
God said to him: I promise, your work is greater than theirs. Do not be
depressed; your role in history will never be forgotten.

He Who remembers all knows the role that Aaron, the traditional Jew,
played in eternalizing the Jewish collective. This was the silent work
of Rachel, the wife of Rabbi Akiva, who was nearly pushed aside by
the crowd. God said to Aaron: Your contribution will shine forever. I
promise that your array of lights will not be extinguished by destruction
and exile; your Chanukah is the everlasting Chanukah.
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Rebbe 8:2

In order to kindle the lamps, Aaron had to climb up these steps. This
teaches us that when we kindle the spark of Judaism in ourselves or in
another person, we benefit spiritually: we ascend a level. This ascent
affects not only our head, our intellect and consciousness , but our whole
body- all aspects of our life. In fact we ascend before we actually affect
the other person: the very decision to help others affects us first.

Rebbe 8:2

» <«

Literally, this would be translated “ when you raise the lamps”. “Raising”
a flame means holding the fire to the wick until it is burning steadily on
its own. Spiritually, this means that when we “light the flame” of our
own soul or the soul of another person -we should not just deliver some
quick inspiration and then move on. We should remain near , nurturing
the soul’s flame until it becomes a steady and self-reliant glow.
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