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Rebbe 31:2

In the battles against Sichon and Og, Moses played an active role. Here,
however, he merely prepared the people for war while Pinechas actually
led them in battle. This is because God commanded the Jewish people to
take vengeance against Midian for enticing them into idolatry of Pe’or.
No Midianite territory was captured or annexed to the Land of Israel.
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Rav on Chumash 31:3

Arm from among you men for the army. If you ask me, how do I, a
Talmudic Jew, look upon the flag of the State of Israel, and has it any
halachic value? — I would answer plainly. I do not hold at all with the
magical attraction of a flag or of similar symbolic ceremonies. Judaism
negates ritual connected with physical things. Nonetheless, we must not
lose sight of the law in the Shulchan Aruch to the effect that one who has
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been killed by a non-Jew is buried in his clothes, so that his blood may be
seen and avenged, as it is written: I will hold (the heathen) innocent, but
not in regard to the blood they have shed (Joel 4:21). In other words,
the clothes of the Jew acquire a certain sanctity when spattered with the
blood of a martyr.

How much more is this so of the blue and white flag, which has been
immersed in the blood of thousands of young Jews defending the
country and the population (religious and irreligious alike; the enemy
did not differentiate between them). It has a spark of sanctity that flows
from devotion and self-sacrifice.

Rebbe 31:3

The word “Midian” in Hebrew is derived from the word for “strife” or
“argument” (Madon). This evil of baseless hatred had to be eliminated
before we enter the Land of Israel, since baseless hatred is obviously at
odds with the harmonious functioning of society that is prerequisite for
attaining any national goals, let alone that of promulgating Divinity in
the world.
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