Parashot Nitzavim-Vayelech

Standing Tall
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
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On Repentance / Rav 29:9

The Jew has two degrees of sanctity, rooted in separate covenants between
the Lord and Israel His people. There were actually three covenants but
two of them are counted as one, namely, the covenant made at Horeb,
with those who received the Torah, and the covenant made in the plains
of Moab with the people entering the land. Israel was sanctified through
these covenants and this sanctity was passed on by inheritance from
generation to generation. Besides these two covenants, there is a third
one described in Nitzavim. This one applied not only to that generation,
but to every member of Israel throughout the generations for all time,
as it is written (verses 13-14): But not only with you am I making this
covenant and this oath, but with those standing here with us today
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before the Lord, our God, and [also] with those who are not here with
us, this day.

From thisis derived the original, independent sanctity of everyindividual
in each generation in every era. We thus have a dual connection with the
Master of the Universe, both as individuals and as the descendants of
our forefathers.
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