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1. Sforno: 14:5

And Moses and Aaron fell on their faces...when they saw (that this was) JPn? 297 X2 nwn,
something crooked which cannot be made straight (Ecclesiastes 1:15), similar to (the episode of) the

Sanhedrin who pressed their faces into the ground when they did not know what to do because of
their fear of the king (Sanhedrin 19b).

2. Rashi: 13:2

Send thee (more lit., for thyself)—i.e. According to your own judgement: I do not command you,
but if you wish to do so, send them. — God said this because the Israelites came to Moses and said,
“We will send men before us etc.”, as it is said (Deut. 1:22): “And you approached me, all of you,
[saying, We will send men, etc.]”, and Moses took counsel with the Shechinah (the Lord),
whereupon He said to them, I have told them long ago that it (the land) is good, as it is said, (Ex.
3:17): “I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt...[unto a land flowing with milk and
honey].” By their lives! I swear that I will give them now an opportunity to fall into error through
the statements of the spies, so that they should not come into possession of it (the land) (Sota 34b).

3. Ramban: 13:2

[Furthermore] it is possible that it was because Moses knew that it is a fertile and good land, — as he
was told, #nto a good Land and a large one, unto a Land flowing with milk and honey, — that he told them to
set their minds ascertaining this [fact], so that [upon their return] they would tell the people about it,
and they would rejoice and gain renewed strength to go up there in joy. Therefore he told them,
And be ye of good conrage, and bring of the fruit of the Land, so that they [the people] would see with their
own eyes the goodness of the Land.

4. Rashi: Devarim 1:23

And the matter was good in my sight—in my sight, said Moses, but not in the sight of the
Omnipresent God. — But if it was good in Moses’ sight why did he mention it in these reproofs? A
parable! It may be compared to the case of a man who says to his fellow, “Sell me this ass of yours.”
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He replies to him, “Yes.” He asks him, “Will you give it to me on trial?” He replies: “Yes.” —
“May I try it on hills and mountains?” Again he replies, “Yes.” — When he sees that he puts no
obstacles in his way, the would be purchaser says to himself: “This man is quite confident that I shall
not find any defect in it,” and he at once says to him, “Take your money. I need not now put it to
trial.” I, too, consented to your words, thinking that you would perhaps turn back on yourselves (re-
consider the question of sending spies) when you saw that I put no obstacle in your way, but you did

not re-consider (Siphre).

5. BeMidbar Rabba 16:6

R. Joshua says: To what might they be compared? To the case of a king who secured for his son a
wife who was beautiful, of good parentage and rich. The king said to him: “I have secured for you a
wife who is beautiful, of good parentage and rich.” Yet the son said to him: “Let me go and see
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her!” For he did not believe his father. His father was thus placed in a difficulty and, sorely vexed,
he said to himself: “What shall I do? If I tell him, ‘I will not show her to you,” he will think: ‘she is

2

ugly, that is why he does not want to show her.” At last he said to him: “See her and you will know
whether I have lied to you! But because you did not have faith in me, I swear that you will never see
her in your own home, and that I will give her to your son!” Similarly, the Holy One, blessed be He,
assured Israel, “The land is good,” but they had no faith and said, “Let us send men before us that
they may search the land for us.” Said the Holy One blessed be He: “if I prevent them they will say:
‘He does not show it to us because it is not good.” Better let them see it. I take an oath, however,
that not one of them will enter the land’; as it says, Swurely they shall not see the land which I swore unto their

fathers, neither shall any of them that despised Me see it (Num. 14:23), but I shall give it to their children.
6. Tanchuma Shalach 7 is not available in English.

7. Rashi: Devarim 1:27

Because the Lord hateth us — Really, however, He loved you, but you hated Him. A common
proverb says: What is in your own mind about your friend, you imagine is what is in his mind about
you (Siphre).

Because the Lord hateth us He hath brought us forth from the land of Egypt — His bringing
us forth was out of hatred. A parable! It may be compared to an earthly king who had two sons,
and who had two fields, one well-watered, the other arid (dependent upon rain only). To him whom
he loved best of his sons he gave the well-watered field, and to him whom he loved less he gave the
arid one. The land of Egypt is a well-watered country, for the Nile irrigates it, whilst the land of
Canaan is an arid country — and He brought us forth from well-watered Egypt to give us the arid
land of Canaan (Bem. R. 17)

8. Abarbanel: Devarim 3 is not available in English.
9. Tanchuma Va’etchanan is not available in English.

10. Rashi: Devarim 29:3

Yet the Lord hath not given you a heart to know i.e. to understand the loving kindnesses of the
Omnipresent and to cleave unto Him.

Unto this day. 1 have heard that on the day when Moses gave the Book of the Law to the sons of
Levi, as it is written, (Deut. 31:9) “And he gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi,” all Israel came
before Moses and said to him, “Teacher Moses, we, too, stood at Sinai and accepted the Torah, and
it was given to us; why then do you give the people of your tribe control over it, that they may
tomorrow say to us, ‘Not to you was it given, but to us was it given”’? Moses rejoiced at this matter
and in reference to this he said to them, (Deut. 27:9) “This day thou art become the people [of the
Lord thy God],” meaning, only this day have I come to understand that you are attached to and have
a desire for the Omnipresent.
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