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...Said R’ Acha: In the hour that the Holy One came to create the human, He consulted
[together] with the ministering angels. He said to them: “Let us make a human [in our
image]”’. They said to him: This one, what good is he? He said: His wisdom is greater
than yours. He (God) brought before them beast and animal and bird. He said to them:

This one, what is his name? and they didn’t know. He made them pass before Adam.
He said to him: This one, what is his name? [Adam] said: This is ox/shor, and this is
donkey/chamor and this is horse/sus and this is camel/gamal. And you, [He said],
what is your name? [Adam] said to him: I? It would be right/yafeh to be called Adam,
since I was created from the ground/adamah. And I, [God said], what is my name? He
said to him: It would be right for you to be called my Lord /Adonai, since you are lord/
adon to all the creatures.
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Regarding the basic assumption that these homiletic interpretations of names are
allusions to one’s future, the Gemara asks: From where do we derive that the name
affects one’s life? Rabbi Eliezer said that the verse says: “Go, see the works of the
Lord, who has made desolations [shamot] upon the earth” (Psalms 46:9). Do not read
the word as shamot, rather as shamot, names.

4. The Lubbavitcher Rebbe

“By naming the animals with their spiritual source, Adam did more than display his
brilliance -he articulated the notion that physical reality can and should express its
spiritual origin and be true to its spiritual essence. In this sense, he animated the
bond between the animal and its source. It was at this point that Adam began the
process of fulfilling the purpose of creation, i.e, of making the world into a home for
God.

12 PPA R Pha N'WRHI NRYA NWRMNA'ANN L5

VAL WAL 'R 72 ,1N%VN1 2 T2 112V RN DTRN NPV TH™NI - DTR NRYI DN%R INRM

112 DTIPN TNRN2 R IR NNNANM NhN
AND G-D SAID: ‘LET US MAKE MAN.’ There was a special command dedicated to the
making of man because of his great superiority since his nature is unlike that of
beasts and cattle which were created with the preceding command.
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9. Rav Saks Z”L

Egypt, like all ancient societies, was profoundly hierarchical. Rulers were seen as the
children of the gods, whose company they joined after death. Ramasses II took this
to extremes, portraying himself in the various temples he built, especially at Abu
Simbel, as a god during his lifetime. The Torah rejected this worldview from both
directions. On the one hand, every human child is in the image of God. On the other,
kingship was secularised as far as possible. The king was not the religious head of the
nation. That role belonged to the High Priest. It took several thousand years for these
ideas to become embedded in Western culture, which they did in the seventeenth
century, but when they did, they formed the basis of “a new birth of freedom.”

Otto Rank and Sigmund Freud noted that there were certain similarities between the
story of the birth and childhood of Moshe and that of other heroes in the ancient
world, but they were puzzled by one discrepancy. In all other stories the hero was of
royal birth, was sheltered and adopted by common folk, and eventually discovered
his royal ancestry which he then reclaimed. The story of Moshe is precisely the
opposite. He was born to common folk, Israelite slaves; he was sheltered and adopted
by royalty; then he returned to his birth family and people. That is precisely the point
of Moshe’s story, which is to challenge and reject all conventional notions of who is
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royal, and who common. The first thing God commands Moses to tell Pharaoh was,
“My child, My firstborn, Israel.” Every member of the nation, in other words, is the
son or daughter of God, a title claimed in Egypt only by Pharaoh himself. This was
a revolutionary doctrine. A central element of the Torah’s project is to reject empires
and imperialism, the deification of rulers, the degradation of the ruled, and the loss
of compassion through the pursuit of power.
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Rabbi Yohanan says: Any place in the Bible from where the heretics attempt to
prove their heresy, i.e., that there is more than one god, the response to their claim
is alongside them, i.e., in the immediate vicinity of the verses they cite. The verse
states that God said: “Let us make man in our image” (Genesis 1:26), employing the
plural
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