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CONSENSLUS OR DIVISION

WHICH IS THE GREATER DANGER? | DR. DANIEL GORDIS

The weeks in between Passover and Shavuot traditionally include the study of Pirkei Avot
(Ethics of the Fathers). Join Beit Avi Chai's Annual Pirkei Avot series to uncover the depth,
meaning and relevance of some of Judaism’'s most fundamental ethical teachings and
maxims.

In this session we will try and understand which poses a greater danger to us - consensus or

division.
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PIRKEI AVODT 3:17 ("ETHICS OF THE FATHERS")
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Every dispure that is for the sake of Heaven, will in the end endure; But one
that is not for the sake of Heaven, will not endure. Which is the controversy
that is for the sake of Heaven? Such was the controversy of Hillel and
Shammai. And which is the controversy that is not for the sake of Heaven?

Such was the controversy of Korah and all his congregation.

Commentary on Ethics of the Fathers, Rabbenu Yonah
(Rabbi Jonah ben Abraham Gerondi); Catalonia, d. 1264
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Every argument, etc. [ This is] to say about that which it said, "Every
argument thar is for [the sake of ] heaven's name, it is destined o endure” - the
intention is that they will endure in their argument forever. And [so,] today
they will argue about one thing and tomorrow about another; and argument
will endure and continue berween them all the days of their lives. And not only

this, but [also] ']cngth of d.:l.].r:.' and years of life will be added to them.'
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But if it is not for [the sake of] heaven's name - it is not destined to endure:

Rather they will cease in their first argument. "They will end and die there’ - as

in the argument of Korach.

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 55
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All of the 10 need to be in one place and the prayer leader with them. And the
one who stands in the middle of the d{mrwn}-' between a part of a buildinf;_ and

outside such that when one closes the door [one is] in a place from the inside

[lip] of the thickness of the door and outwards - it is like outside.

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 55
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If a few of them are inside and a few of them are outside, and the prayer-leader

is in the middle of the doorway. he joins them [together for a minyan].
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Every argument, etc. [This is] to say about that which it said, "Every
argument that is for [the sake of ] heaven's name, it is destined to endure” - the
intention is that they will endure in their argument torever. And [so,] today
they will argue about one thing and tomorrow about another; and argument
will endure and continue between them all the da}-':'.-; of their lives. And not unh’

this, but [also] 'length of days and years of life will be added to them.’



