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Prelude

1865 — Born in Grieve (present-day Latvia)

1884 — Goes to learn in VVolozhin

1886 — First marriage

1888 — First rabbinical post (Zeimel), death of first wife and remarriage
1896 — Second rabbinical post (Boisk)

1904 — Moves to Land of Israel to be chief rabbi of Jaffa and agricultural
colonies; becomes involved with revolutionaries of Second Aliyah

1910 — Shemittah Controversy

1914 — Travels to Europe, remains there for duration of World War One
1917 — Balfour Declaration

1919 — Returns to Land of Israel, becomes chief rabbi of Jerusalem
1921 — Founds Chief Rabbinate, becomes first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi
1935 — Passes away and is buried on Mount of Olives
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(I heard of Rav Kook’s appointment as rabbi of Yafo)...and I knew what a
large role a rabbi like this would play in the development of the Yishuv, but |



was not terribly interested in this rabbi. He had taken no part in Hibat Zion,
or, later, Zionism. He hadn’t written important books, so what would I have
had to do with him? So I decided to be in the bew rabbi’s home and get a
proper sense of him.

| spent three days in the city of Boisk, and spent several hours each day in
the rabbi’s home and we discussed variours matters in halakha, aggadah and
life questions. | saw before me no ordinary rabbi, following well-worn paths,
but a man of the spirit, paving his own way. He hadn’t found it yet, but was
searching for it, in all the length and vreadth of Judaism. He was diving into
the seas of the Talmuds, Midrashim, Philosophy, Kabbalah, Hasidism, and
the new Hebrew literature, and brining up precious stones with which to
pave his way.”

Source 2 — Wholeness, Natural and Divine, Universal and Jewish
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And we will explain that there are two kinds of
wholeness/perfection/flourishing for those capable of choice, i.e. the human
race. The first is in that God has given us understanding and reason and
made us righteous...in terms of one’s natural traits....the second is the
perfection of man which one can obtain...by clinging to divine virtues
through Torah and mitzvot which God gave Israel, the nation close to him
...the difference (here) is between the virtues that all children of Noah may
attain via the Seven Commandments given to them, which all resemble the
nature of a righteous person...(and) the perfection unique to Israel through
the 613 commandments above human nature...(that will) transform human



nature into is opposite, to ascend from the human condition to the status of
the angels.

Source 3 — A place for everything, in the world and in the soul
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The foundation of tigqun is to organize every thing and every power, be it in
the soul or the world, justly in its place, and not to reverse order and thus
prevent the effluence of forces. God made man and the world straight
(yashar) (sic) (after Ecc. 7:29) , with the plenitude of powers and means
necessary for perfection/wholeness of body and soul, to do good and to
intellect, and one who undoes the order derived from His governance
ravages and destroys

Source 4 — Early thoughts on Nationalism

Rav Kook, Te’udat Yisrael u-Leumiyuto, in Ha-Peles vol. 1 (1901),
reprinted in Moshe Zuriel, ed. Otzarot Ha-Reayah, 2d ed., vol. 2, pp. 57, 59
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So long as national feeling proceeds from the well of nature alone it cannot
but become mixed with gross love, disproportionate self-love...and now it
properly ought to return to us not as a natural feeling alone, but as a pure
intellectual concept from the very fount of Israel, fittingly joined to the telos
of our witnessing mission to all of humanity
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Our nationalism in the spirit of Torah is saved from the riot-causing idiocy
of Nationalismus divorced from the righteous path. Nationalism which has
no feeling more exalted than itself from which to draw life and light can
easily turn into self-love in a gross and ugly way. ...God's desire for the
development of all humanity, by our perfection, so that there may follow in
its train the development of every creature, and the paths of Torah, which
alone can secure our special qualities, they alone are the paths leading to the
exalted mission of Israel which is God's desire in our world.

Source 5—The Meaning of Disagreement, and Peace
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Rav Kook, Eyn Ayah to Tractate Berakhot, vol. 2, pp. 397-398, 9:361
circa 1902]'
Rabbi Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Haninah, sages increase peace in
the world, as is written ‘And all your children shall be students of God and

great peace to your children’ (Isaiah 54:13),; do not read ‘your children’
(banayikh) but rather ‘your builders’ (bonyaikh) (BT Berakhot 64a)




Some err and think that world peace will only be built by a uniform tone of
ideas and qualities. And thus when they see sages investigating in wisdom
and in so doing multiplying views and opinions, they think that they are
thereby sowing discord, the opposite of peace. And in truth this is not so, for
true peace can only emerge through the full shape of multiplied peace, which
includes all the sides and opinions contained within wisdom, as well as its
becoming clear that each has a place, each according to its value, location
and content. Indeed, as for matters which seem redundant or contradictory,
when the true wisdom in all its dimensions is revealed all will see that only
by virtue of the gathering of all the parts and all the particulars, and all the
seemingly different opinions and divided subjects, precisely through them,
there will emerge the light of truth and justice, and the knowledge of and
reverence and love for God, and the light of the Torah of truth...peace is the
unification of all opposites but there must first be opposites to work with
and be united...Thus Peace is the name of the Holy Blessed One who is the
master of all powers, forces, energies, All-Capable and Collating Them
Together (Mahzor), may His great Name be blessed, forever and ever.

Source 6 — Kabbalistic Understandings of God’s presence on earth
The Sefirot
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Know that the first Name which is closest to all creatures and through it they
enter into the presence of the Blessed King, and there is no other way in the
world to see the face of the Blessed King other than by this Name is the
Name called “Adonai”...and sometimes this dimension is called
“Shekhinah” (Indwelling/Presence)...and because this dimension rules all
the world’s creatures and is the great sustainer which all creatures need it is
designated in the Torah “Malkhut” (Kingship/ Sovereignty) for all the
matters of the Lord God and all His works are done by this
dimension...Always reflect on how this dimension is always known as
“Torah she-be-‘al Peh” (Oral Law) and the reason is that God’s Torah,
which is the Written Torah dwells (“shokhenet”) in this dimension and the
Oral Torah is like a tent and Ark for the Written Torah...And at the head of
all the principles we have transmitted to you we must transmit to you a
“Kabbalah” (tradition) that in every place that you find the Rabbis of
Blessed Memory referring to “Knesset Yisrael” (the ecclesia/gathering of
Israel) it is this dimension called “Adonai” and called “Shekhinah” and all
the other Names we have mentions and she holds all the communion of
Israel and in her are gathered and joined and through her Israel has been set
apart from the nations...and in this manner she is called “Eretz Yisrael”(the
Land of Israel)...

Source 7 — The Jewish People and the World
Rav Kook, Qovetz 2:157 (Arpilei Tohar)[circa 1913], p. 292-293, Orot, p.
138
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Knesset Yisrael is the distilled essence of all existence, and in this world this
distillation is devolved onto the Israelite nation, truly, in its materiality and




spirituality, its generations and faith. And the Israelite history is the idealized
distillation of general history, and there is no movement in the world, in all
the peoples, whose like is not to be found in Israel. And its faith is the sifted
essence of all beliefs, and the source from which idealism and the good flow
to all the beliefs, and thus necessarily the force which distinguishes among
belief concepts until it brings them to the level of clear speech so that they
all may call out in the Name of God (Zephania 3:9) and your redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel, will be called Lord of all the Earth (Isaiah 54:5)

Source Number 8 — The Land of Israel as revelation in and through the
natural world
Rav Kook, Qovetz 2: 326-327 (Arpilei Tohar)[circa 1913], p. 342, Orot pp.
77-78, Eretz Hefetz, 4:4
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The holiness within nature is the holiness of the Land of Israel, and
Shekhinah that went down into exile with Israel (BT Megillah 29a) is the
ability to preserve holiness in opposition to nature. But the holinesss that
combats nature is not complete/prefect holiness, it must be absorbed in its
higher essence to the higher holiness, which is the holiness in nature itself,
which is the foundation of the restoration and repair of the world entire
(tikun olam) and its utter fragrancing. And the holiness in exile will be
joined to the holiness of the land, and the synagogues and batei midrash of
Bavel will be reestablished in the Land of Israel (BT Megillah 29a)
When one reaches this high understanding, of the holiness which is in
nature, the perfect, which gathers within itself as well the holiness which is
above nature, which opposes nature, the war ceases entirely, the dimension
of Law (Middat Ha-Din) becomes fragrant, and all leans towards
lovingkindness (Hesed) All of the individual’s powers appear in their




exalted gentleness. As they are in their nature, so are they sacred, and fit for
the highest ascent. And the light which is above nature awaits, treasured up
in them for the moment of need, and man feels within himself the freedom
of holy grace and sees himself as though the Holy dwells in his innards, as
IS written, in your innards the holy. (Hosea 11:9, Taanit 11a-b)

Source 9 — The relationship between principled political disagreement and
God’s presence in the world
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Rav Kook, Shemonah Kevatzim, 3:1 [written circa 1912-1913], Orot, pp. 70-
72
Three forces are now wrestling within our camp. The war is felt more

strongly in Eretz Yisrael but its effects derive from the life of the nation as a
whole, and their roots are fixed in an awareness which penetrates the
expanses of the human spirit...The sacred, the nation, humanity — these are
the three central demands which all life, ours and that of every man in
whatever form, are composed of....The necessary synthesis of these three
great demands must take place in every group which hopes for a future

life... Their alienation is rooted in the negative side which each sees in its
fellow...in each individual power, especially of the soul, of necessity there
are negative sides, especially when it expands to the detriment of the others.
In this there is no distinction between sacred and mundane, all comes under
the line of measure and all must be weighed “even the holy spirit which
descended on the prophets, did so in measure...”

The three most noted parties in the nation are, first, the Orthodox, as they are
generally called, which carries the banner of the sacred...the second is the
new nationalism...the third is liberalism...It is well understood that a
healthy situation all three are needed together. And we must always strive
for this healthy situation...that each should generously appreciate the
positive task of the other. And this awareness should proceed and perfect
itself, to the point that not only does one recognize the positive side of each
force...but proceed further to the point of recognizing the positive content of
the bad side of each, he will also recognize as good, in proper measure, and
know that for the benefit of the particular force towards which he himself
inclines, he must be in some way influenced by the negative force of the
other, as the other force denies the one dear to him, and thus by its negation
puts him in its proper place, and saves him from the defects of overdoing
and exaggeration...Of course, our listing the Sacred as one of the three, each
of whom must at times contract itself for the sake of the other, is only as
regards the technical and practical side of the Sacred, and the intellectual and
emotional sides relating to it, but the very heavenly Sacred is the broad
subject, which is effecting all this contraction, like all the works that seek to




improve the world and life in all their meanings, which all bear their
blessings from the Sacred...
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