Rav Kook in His Time and Ours
Beit Avi Chali, Jerusalem, August 30, 2020
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Tolerance
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Tolerance is the fount of life, but that is when it comes from the purity
of knowledge and ethics, which can only become be explicated by lucid
awareness of the essence of the life of the people and its life giving soul.
But when it comes from faintheartedness, and weakness of spirit, it is
poisonous and destructive. And brings in the end jealousy bitter and hard
as death, whose proponents will precisely be those who speak in the
name of tolerance. The kind of tolerance that seeks to stop up the vigor
of life is like that of someone who sees his home and family open to
being trampled by every wanton and loose character, and, in his
weakness equivocates and is silent.



Rejecting Anger
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We must hate anger with all the depth of our being, with great anger,
but moderate, and settled, we must hate the spiritual anger, that jumbles
the mind, and invalidates all the advantages of being human, individual
and collective. When we see any group always expressing itself in
anger, it's a sign that it has no understanding, no content with which to
fill its emptiness, that in truth it's angry with itself, but that egoism (sic)
comes and forces it to deposit the venom of its anger on others. The
higher sages, who have reached the height of justice and kindness, are
full of will, and kindness and truth garland them all the day

The Jewish People and the World




Rav Kook, Qovetz 2:157 (Arpilei Tohar)[circa 1913], p. 292-293, Orot,
p. 138
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Knesset Yisrael is the distilled essence of all existence, and in this world
this distillation is devolved onto the Israelite nation, truly, in its
materiality and spirituality, its generations and faith. And the Israelite
history is the idealized distillation of general history, and there is no
movement in the world, in all the peoples, whose like is not to be found
in Israel. And its faith is the sifted essence of all beliefs, and the source
from which idealism and the good flow to all the beliefs, and thus
necessarily the force which distinguishes among belief concepts until it
brings them to the level of clear speech so that they all may call out in
the Name of God (Zephania 3:9) and your redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel, will be called Lord of all the Earth (Isaiah 54:5)

The relationship between principled political disagreement and God’s
presence in the world

The Meaning of Political Disagreement
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Rav Kook, Shemonah Kevatzim, 3:1 [written circa 1912-1913], Orot, pp.
70-72

Three forces are now wrestling within our camp. The war is felt more
strongly in Eretz Yisrael but its effects derive from the life of the nation

:7I0DRY DWID : R7Y I WIN AN
0 727 XM



as a whole, and their roots are fixed in an awareness which penetrates
the expanses of the human spirit...The sacred, the nation, humanity —
these are the three central demands which all life, ours and that of every
man in whatever form, are composed of....The necessary synthesis of
these three great demands must take place in every group which hopes
for a future life...Their alienation is rooted in the negative side which
each sees in its fellow...in each individual power, especially of the soul,
of necessity there are negative sides, especially when it expands to the
detriment of the others. In this there is no distinction between sacred and
mundane, all comes under the line of measure and all must be weighed
“even the holy spirit which descended on the prophets, did so in
measure...”

The three most noted parties in the nation are, first, the Orthodox, as
they are generally called, which carries the banner of the sacred...the
second is the new nationalism...the third is liberalism...It is well
understood that a healthy situation all three are needed together. And we
must always strive for this healthy situation...that each should
generously appreciate the positive task of the other. And this awareness
should proceed and perfect itself, to the point that not only does one
recognize the positive side of each force...but proceed further to the
point of recognizing the positive content of the bad side of each, he will
also recognize as good, in proper measure, and know that for the benefit
of the particular force towards which he himself inclines, he must be in
some way influenced by the negative force of the other, as the other
force denies the one dear to him, and thus by its negation puts him in its
proper place, and saves him from the defects of overdoing and
exaggeration...Of course, our listing the Sacred as one of the three, each
of whom must at times contract itself for the sake of the other, is only as
regards the technical and practical side of the Sacred, and the intellectual
and emotional sides relating to it, but the very heavenly Sacred is the
broad subject, which is effecting all this contraction, like all the works
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that seek to improve the world and life in all their meanings, which all
bear their blessings from the Sacred

Spiritual Meaning of Socialism and Anarchism
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The inner soul that vivifies the Socialist doctrine in its contemporary
form, is the light of the practical Torah, in all its purity and character.
But the doctrine itself is in mid-growth, and doesn’t know the
foundation of its own selfhood. Days will come and it will be a
faithful foundation for vigorous Torah and Mitzvah, in all their
exaltation and purity. Anarchy (Anarchism) flows from a higher
foundation than the Socialist. It isn’t a foundation to the practical
Torah, but to clinging to God, supremely above any act or positive
form. That is why it is farther from its source, and stands well
removed from the lowly life of the present, and from the social, and



In its preset state, and the present state of life, is altogether wild,
despite the exalted divine spark hidden inside it.

Theology of Culture
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... The sense of divine faith, in all its great strength, that is life, true life,
the life that has no death, the life whose joy is unalloyed with any
sorrow, grief or sighing...that light of life grows and ascends from every
teaching, every wisdom, every compassion, every greatness, every good
and pleasant conversation, every great and noble idea, every straight and
honest thought, every mitzvah, every good deed, every improvement in
culture and the way of the world, every good thing in the world at all
times and in all creatures, all languages, all tongues, in all tendencies
and in all faiths, in all the worlds, and all the souls. From all it draws,
and onto all it flows...and all says glory (Ps. 29:9)

The Land of Israel as revelation in and through the natural world




Rav Kook, Qovetz 2: 326-327 (Arpilei Tohar)[circa 1913], p. 342, Orot
pp. 77-78, Eretz Hefetz, 4:4
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The holiness within nature is the holiness of the Land of Israel, and
Shekhinah that went down into exile with Israel (BT Megillah 29a) is
the ability to preserve holiness in opposition to nature. But the holinesss
that combats nature is not complete/prefect holiness, it must be absorbed
in its higher essence to the higher holiness, which is the holiness in
nature itself, which is the foundation of the restoration and repair of the
world entire (tikun olam) and its utter fragrancing. And the holiness in
exile will be joined to the holiness of the land, and the synagogues and
batei midrash of Bavel will be reestablished in the Land of Israel (BT
Megillah 29a)

When one reaches this high understanding, of the holiness which is in
nature, the perfect, which gathers within itself as well the holiness which
Is above nature, which opposes nature, the war ceases entirely, the
dimension of Law (Middat Ha-Din) becomes fragrant, and all leans
towards lovingkindness (Hesed) All of the individual’s powers appear in
their exalted gentleness. As they are in their nature, so are they sacred,



and fit for the highest ascent. And the light which is above nature awaits,
treasured up in them for the moment of need, and man feels within
himself the freedom of holy grace and sees himself as though the Holy
dwells in his innards, as is written, in your innards the holy. (Hosea
11:9, Taanit 11a-b)



